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conquering evil by love. Tao means the Way and, according to
Lao Tse, the highest duty of man consists in learning and imi-
tating the Tao, the eternal cosmic principle, the principle of
non-assertion, the opposite of egotism and violence. Non-asser-
tion means self-effacement and returning good for evil. For the
first time in China Lao Tse clearly enunciated the doctrine of
non-resistance, but his teaching was confined to personal rela-
tions, and he did not work out the social application of the
doctrine.

In the recent past China several times used the economic
boycott against Britain and Japan. Though by no means a paci-
fist country today, she has been free from the aggressive type
of nationalism.

In ancient Greece Socrates was a satyagrahi who preferred
the poison-bowl to giving up his pursuit of truth and resisting
by non-violent means the superstitious beliefs of his people.

His disciple, Plato, asserted that "the creation of the world
(i.e., the Cosmos) is the victory of persuasion over force". Vio-
lence, according to Plato, makes for Chaos; the "divine persua-
sion" makes for Cosmos.59 In his Republic he puts the warrior
class second to philosophers.

Among the stoics, Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius clearly
formulated the doctrine of non-resistance to evil in personal
affairs. The doctrine was, however, not applied to war or
punishment of crime.60

Early Rome (5th century B.C.) also provides us with a
memorable example of non-violent non-co-operation. The
exploited plebeians forced the patricians, by an organized non-
violent exodus, to grant them political and economic rights.61

As for Judaism, the Old Testament abounds in passages
that are looked upon as the heirloom of the non-violent move-
ment. Thus the Pentateuch says, "If thou meet thy enemy's ox
or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him
again."62

59 Reference by Mr. G. F. Andrews in his article on "The Divine Persua-
sion" in Harijan, August 13, 1938, and also in his address on Ahimsa pub-
lished in Review of Philosophy and Religion^ April, 1939.
60 G. M. Case, cited above, pp. 34-41.
61  B. de Ligt, cited above, pp. 106-07.
62 Exodus, XXIII, 4.